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A non profit charity established in 
1992 to educate and actively promote 

public awareness of Canada’s role in the 
wars of the 20th century.

President’s Message
2015 has seen 
numerous activities 
for the Canadian 
B a t t l e f i e l d s 
Foundation (CBF). 
Specifically, we have 
organized our first 
ever gala dinner. 
Under the high 
patronage of The 
Right Honourable 
Beverley McLachlin, 
P.C., Chief Justice of 
Canada, this event 
was a huge success. 

Close to 150 dignitaries, donors, students 
and members of the foundation got together 
at the Canadian War Museum on May 8th to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the 
education branch of the CBF. This dinner 
was an unprecedented event aimed at 
thanking publicly all our partners and donors 
for their generous and unfailing support 
towards the ideal and the objectives of the 
CBF. It is worth noting that the dinner 
coincided with the beginning of the 2015 
Battle Study Tour. Indeed, the 12 university 
students selected all got together in Ottawa 
and took part of the gala dinner before 
continuing on their battlefield journey in 
Belgium and France on the next day. A 
splendid start!

Furthermore, the selection process for the 
2016 Battle Study Tour will start soon and 
will grant, again this year, the opportunity for 
a dozen of university students to travel to 
european battlefield sites. Upon their return, 
those students will then be in an excellent 

position to inform the population at large, 
through articles, comments or blog posts 
about their observations. More information 
is available inside this newsletter.

I will not hide that we are in an urgent need 
of funds. Our study programme, through the 
bursaries and the study tours we organize 
year after year, remains our cornerstone, our 
priority. Up to now, more than 250 university 
students and no fewer than 40 history 
teachers at colleges and institutions of 
higher learning from all across Canada have 
benefitted from our bursary programme. It is 
with such programme that we stand out to 
fulfill our education objectives, so important 
in remembering the numerous sacrifices 
of our valorous soldiers. I would like to 
launch a heartfelt appeal to all. We have a 
desperate need for funds. The survival of 
this programme depends on it.

In closing, I wish to inform you that we are 
in the planning stage in organizing a gala 
dinner in spring of 2017 to commemorate 
the 25th anniversary of the CBF. Other 
important anniversaries, like the centenary 
of the Battle of Vimy Ridge, will mark 2017 
and the foundation will commemorate those 
events appropriately. More to follow in the 
months to come.

I wish you all health and continued success, 
and I sincerely thank you for your support to 
the foundation.

Lieutenant-General (retired) Marc Lessard
President

In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that we inform our 
readers of the passing of two honorary 
life members of the Foundation. Colonel 
(retired) Ernest Côté passed away on 
February 25, 2015 at the age of 101, 
and Brigadier-General (retired) Sydney 
Radley-Walters on April 21, 2015 at the 
age of 95. You will find in this newsletter 
an overview of the fulfilling careers of 
these great Canadians.
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2015 CBF 
Executive Committee

The Spring meeting of the Board and the 
Annual General Meeting took place on 
April 2, 2015.  At those meetings, the 
following were elected as members of the 
Executive Committee:

• LGen (ret’d) Marc Lessard: President
• Col (ret’d) Georges Rousseau: Vice-

President
• Hervé Hoffer: Vice-President France
• Col (ret’d) Christian Rousseau: 

Treasurer
• Thomas McDougall, Q.C.: Secretary
• Senator Joseph Day: Chair of the 

Trust Fund Committee
• BGen David Patterson: Past 

President and Chair of the Education 
Committee

• Geoff Hayes: Chair of the 
Commemoration Committee

• Jérémie LeBlanc: Chair of the Public 
Affairs Committee

• Renée Filiatrault: Chair of the 
Outreach Committee

In addition, BGen (ret’d) Cajo Brando 
was nominated as member of the Board 
of Directors.
Contact the CBF

Online: www.cbf-fccb.ca

Email: cbf.fccb@gmail.com

1 Vimy Place 

Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A 0M8, Canada

Twitter: @cbffccb

Facebook: Canadian Battlefields Foundation

Charitable Registration 13974 1177 
RR0001
Editor: Marcel Cloutier

2015 GALA DINNER
Our first ever gala dinner was held on May 8, 2015 at the Canadian War 
Museum. Close to 150 dignitaries and donors participated to the unprece-
dented event, held to commemorate the 20th anniversary of the education 
branch of the CBF. We were honoured with the presence of our honorary 

patron, the Right Honour-
able Beverley McLachlin, 
P.C., Chief Justice of Canada. 
Three veterans were also 
in attendance: Mr Orville 
Parker, a former leading 
seaman who served with the 
British Navy as a gunner and sailed on the aircraft carrier HMS Puncher 
from 1944 until 1946, Mr Jim Sands, a former Flying Officer in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force who served in the UK Bomber Command during the  
war, and Mrs Jean Spear, a former corporal of the British Army during the 
London Blitz who became a war bride in 1942 when she met and married 
George Spear of the Royal Canadian Engineers. Other guests included 
the Ambassador of Italy along 
with representatives of The 
Netherlands, Korea, France, 
USA, the RCMP and various 
foundations and organisations 
devoted to the remembrance 
of the sacrifice of thousands of 
Canadians soldiers. Of note, 
the attendance of then Chief 
of the Defence Staff, Gen 
Tom Lawson and three for-
mer CDS, Gen Paul Manson, 
Gen Maurice Baril and Gen 
Ray Henault. Throughout the 
evening, we were entertained 
by the great music of The 
Regimental Band of the Gov-
ernor General’s Foot Guards 
under the direction of LCol 
Fran Chilton-Mackay. Thanks 
in part to our sponsors and 
donors, this event was a huge 
success.
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Donate and Support the Future of Remembrance
You can support the Canadian Battlefields Foundation either online at www.cbf-fccb.ca using a credit card

 or by cheque to: Canadian Battlefields Foundation, 1 Vimy Place, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0V8, Canada



4 www.cbf-fccb.ca - Fall 2015

2015 CANADIAN BATTLEFIELDS FOUNDATION
 STUDY TOUR

This year’s tour took place from May 9 to May 23 and 
was comprised of 12 highly motivated students from the 
following universities: Royal Military College of Canada 
(Katie Beaudette, Sébastien Picard), King’s University 
College at Western Ontario (Danielle Brouwer, Madison 
Stirling, Cindel White), University of Northern British 
Columbia (Deanna Foster), Carleton University (Paige 
McDonald), University of Ottawa (Jessica Ozorak), 
University of Calgary (McKenna Stewart), University of 
Waterloo (Brandon Strnad, Heather Whiteside), Western 
University (Rachael Ward).
The tour was led by Professor Geoffrey Hayes (University of Waterloo) and Brigadier-General David Patterson 
(Canadian Forces). As the tour this year marked the centenary of Canada’s first battles in the First World War, 
various sites on the Western Front were visited. As well, 2015 marked the 70th anniversary of the Canadian 
role in the liberation of Belgium and the Netherlands during WWII. Students therefore also visited Belgium, 
the Rhineland and The Netherlands. As part of the academic requirement, students were expected to lead 
on-site discussions, present short biographies of Canadian soldiers buried at some of the sites on the itinerary, 
and keep a detailed journal and blog describing their experiences. A huge success again this year! Visit                 
www.cbf-fccb.ca to view photos from the 2015 CBF tour and to read tour blog posts written by students. 
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BATTLEFIELD STUDY TOUR
28 MAY TO 12 JUNE 2016

Now in its 22nd year, the Canadian Battlefields Foundation Study 
Tour is intended for Canadian university students who want to 
learn more about the role Canadians played in the liberation 
of Europe in the World Wars. This year’s tour, led by Professor 
Marc Milner (University of New Brunswick) will visit Ypres, 
the Somme, Vimy Ridge, Dieppe, the Normandy battlefields, 
and participate in ceremonies marking the 72th anniversary of 
D-Day.

The Foundation offers a bursary to each successful applicant 
but requires them to contribute $1000 towards the cost of 
the tour, which includes air and ground travel from Toronto, 
accommodation, meals, and study materials.

Twelve students will be expected to prepare for the trip 
academically, to lead one on-site discussion, present a short 
biography of a Canadian soldier buried at one of the sites on the 
itinerary, and keep a detailed journal and blog describing their 
experiences.

Outstanding undergraduates, graduate students, and very recent 
graduates are encouraged to apply.

The on-line application form can be found on the CBF’s website 
at www.cbf-fccb.ca. Applications for the 2016 tour are due 
February 29th, 2016.

For more information, contact:
Professor Marc Milner, milner@unb.ca or
David Patterson, dave@foftours.com.
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VISIT OF CBF PRESIDENT IN NORMANDY
LGen (ret’d) Marc Lessard, President of the CBF, went to Normandy in early 
June 2015 in order to visit different commemorative sites of this French region. 
He used this opportunity to familiarise himself with several other sites where 
the foundation could perhaps increase its visibility. He finally seized the chance 
to meet a fair number of representatives 
from civil authorities on site. Here are some 
photos highlighting his visit.
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Colonel (retired) Ernest Côté
Ernest Côté was born on June 12, 1913 in Edmonton, Alberta. His father was Sen-
ator Jean Léon Côté. He studied at Collège des Jésuites and graduated with a Science 
degree from Université Laval, in Quebec City. He studied law in Edmonton and was 
called to the bar in Alberta in 1939. In December of the same year, as lieutenant of 
the Royal 22e Regiment, he left for England to take part of World War II. He served 
in the staff of General Andrew McNaughton. He was promoted and posted as gener-
al quartermaster of the 3rd Canadian Division. He was responsible for the logistics 
for the Canadian troops landing on D-Day on June 6, 1944. He then participated to 
the Canadian campaigns in France and in Holland. He was promoted through the 
ranks up to Colonel before being repatriated to Canada to serve in National Defence 
Headquarters in Ottawa. He left the Canadian Forces in 1945. Following his mili-
tary career, he became assistant secretary at the Department of External Affairs. He 
worked in the federal public sector for three decades and was named Deputy Minister 
of Departments of Indian and Northern Affairs and then of Veterans Affairs. He was 
member of the Canadian delegation to the first assembly of the United Nations and 
participated to the writing of the World Health Organization charter. In 1972, he be-
came Canadian Ambassador to Finland. He made the news in December 2014 when 
someone broke into his residence and tied him up. He passed away on February 25, 
2015 of natural causes in Ottawa at the age of 101. He was the last Canadian veteran 
colonel still alive to have participated to D-Day landing in Normandy. 

(Source : https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ernest_Côté)

Brigadier General (retired) Sydney Radley-Walters

Son of the late Rev. Sydney and Marjorie, Brigadier General Sydney Radley-Walters, 
known as “Rad” to many, “Syd” to some, was born in Malbay on the Gaspé Coast on 
January 11, 1920. His early education was in many one-room schoolhouses, followed 
by high school at Bishop’s College School. His time at Bishop’s University was filled 
with happy football memories. He then enlisted as an Infantry Officer in October 
1940, with the Sherbrooke Fusiliers, which was always dear to his heart. The Fusiliers 
later became the 27th Canadian Armoured Regiment. Rad landed on the beaches of 
Normandy on D-Day 1944, as a Captain second-in-command of C Squadron. Within 
ten days of the landing he was promoted to major and commanded A Squadron to the 
cessation of the hostilities in Europe. He is recognized at the Canadian War Muse-
um as Canada’s Tank Ace of the Second World War, with 18 confirmed enemy tanks 
knocked out. He was decorated for gallantry by Field Marshall Montgomery and by 
King George VI, receiving the Military Cross and the Distinguished Service Order. 
He was promoted to the rank of Lt-Col in command of his regiment in June of 1945, 
making him one of the youngest regimental commanders at the age of 25. After the 
war, he stayed in the Regular Army as a Major in the Royal Canadian Dragoons. He 
was appointed to the Directing Staff of the Canadian Army Staff College in Kingston, 
Ontario. In 1957, then Lt-Col Radley-Walters was chosen to be the first Commanding 
Officer of the 8th Canadian Hussars, a position he held proudly. In June 1968, he was 
promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General and served as the Commander of the 2nd 

Canadian Infantry Brigade Group and Commander of CFB Petawawa, Ontario. His final career appointment was on July 29, 1971 
as Commander of the Combat Training Centre in CFB Gagetown, New Brunswick.

Rad retired form the Forces in 1974 and was honoured by the Government of Canada with the award of a Commander of Military 
Merit (CMM). He was also awarded the Order of the Legion of Honour from the French Government at the French Embassy in Ot-
tawa. He was instrumental with others in creating the Normandy Foundation and raising funds to be used in the Musée Memorial 
in Caen, France, to recognize the substantial contribution and sacrifice of the Canadian Forces in the Allied Victory in Normandy 
and Europe.

(Source: http://reidfuneralhome.sharingmemories.ca/site/BrigadierGeneralSydneyValpyRadley-WaltersCMMDSOMCCDOLdH.html)

In Memoriam
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Patrons and directors
The Rt. Hon. Chief Justice 

Beverley McLachlin, PC 
(Honorary Patron)

The Late Mr. G. Hamilton 
Southam, OC (Founder/
Fondateur) – (Veteran)

Honorary Life Members
LGen Charles H. Belzile, CM, 
CMM, OStJ, CD (Veteran)

The Late Col Ernest Coté 
(Veteran)

Ms. Celine Garbay (Bursary 
recipient alumni)

Dr. J.L. Granatstein, OC 
(Historian)

Mrs. Adrian Macdonald

The Hon. Margaret McCain

Dr. John G. Pike (Historian)

Mr. John Rae

MGen Roland A. Reid, CVO, 
CM, MC, CD (Veteran)

Mrs. Lilliane Stewart, CStJ, 
CD

The Late BGen Sydney Radley-
Walters, CMM, DSO, MD, CD 
(Veteran)

Mrs. Shelagh Whitaker

Directors
LGen Marc Lessard, CMM, MSC, 
CD, (President) (Veteran)

Col Georges Rousseau, CD (Vice-
President) (Veteran)

Mr. Hervé Hoffer (Vice-President 
France)

BGen David A. Patterson, MSM, 
CD (Past President) (Serving in 
the Canadian Forces and Bursary 
recipient alumni)

Mr. Thomas A. McDougall, QC 
(Secretary)

Dr. Geoffrey Hayes (Chair of the 
Education committee) (Historian)

Mrs. Renée Filiatrault (Chair of 
the Fundraising and Outreach 
Committee)
 
Mr. Jérémie LeBlanc (Chair of 
Tours and Public Affairs) (Bursary 
recipient alumni)

Col Christian Rousseau (Treasurer) 
(Veteran)

Senator Joseph A. Day (Chair of the 
Trustees Committee) (Veteran)

MGen Clive Addy, OMM, OStJ, 
CD  (Veteran)

Col William K. Bawden, OMM, 
CD (Veteran)

Mr. Michael Bechthold (Historian 
and Bursary recipient alumni)

BGen Cajo Brando (Veteran) 

Dr. Michael P. Cessford, OMM, 
CD, PhD (Veteran and Historian)

LCol Marcel Cloutier, CD 
(Veteran) (Editor Newsletter)

Terry Copp (Historian)

Mr. Donald Cranston

Dr. Douglas Delaney (Historian)

Mr. Lawrence E. Davies, CD 
(Veteran)

Dr. W. Alexander Douglas, CD 
(Veteran and Historian)

Dr. Serge M. Durflinger 
(Historian)

Mr. Chuck G. Gruchy

Mr. Justice Stanley Kershman

LGen Michel Maisonneuve, CMM, 
MSC, CD (Veteran)

Mr. Russell A. Mills

Dr. Marc Milner (Historian)

Col Wayne M. Shiplo, CD 
(Veteran)

LCol Bradley K White, CD 
(Veteran)

Mr. James Whitham

Yes! The CANADIAN BATTLEFIELDS FOUNDATION can count on my support

You can support the Canadian Battlefields Foundation either online at www.cbf-fccb.ca using a credit card
 or by cheque by completing and mailing this form: 

Name: _____________________________________  Address: __________________________________________
City: ______________________________________   Province: _________________________________________
Postal Code: ________________________________   Phone Number: ____________________________________
E-Mail: ____________________________________   I wish to receive further mailings about the CBF

I would like to make a:             One-time gift           Monthly gift            Annual gift

Amount: $ ________________________

Please send completed form and cheque to: Canadian Battlefields Foundation, 1 Vimy Place, Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0V8, Canada
Charitable Registration 13974 1177 RR0001


